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Online Casino Gambling Act 2026 licensing 
overview 
Becoming an online casino gambling operator in New Zealand 

The New Zealand Government has introduced new legislation to regulate online casino 
gambling to ensure a safe, fair and well-controlled online gambling environment. Online 
casino gambling is not new in New Zealand. Every day, New Zealanders gamble on hundreds 
of offshore gambling websites. Regulating this sector protects consumers, minimises 
gambling harm, limits opportunities for crime and dishonesty, and provides regulatory 
oversight of online gambling providers operating in New Zealand. 

Three-stage licensing process 

 
Stage one: expressions of interest (EOI) 
The Secretary for Internal Affairs has invited expressions of interest by giving public notice. 
This is published on gazette.govt.nz the official Government newspaper and has been 
communicated through the OGI webpage, and the newsletter. 

Stage two: auction 
The Secretary will invite a person whose expression of interest has been accepted to 
participate in the competitive process (an auction) to determine who may apply for a 
licence. 

Stage three: application for a licence 
The Secretary will notify a person if they have been successful in the competitive process 
and may submit a licence application in which they must demonstrate they meet New 
Zealand’s requirements.  
 
 
An Interested Person who has not applied for or has not been successful in gaining a licence 
must stop offering online casino services to people in New Zealand from 1 December 2026. 

https://gazette.govt.nz/
https://www.dia.govt.nz/Online-Casino-Gambling
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Anyone conducting online casino gambling without a licence or exemption, post 1 December 
2026, may face takedown orders and up to NZ$5 million in pecuniary penalties. 

Availability 
Up to 15 brand-specific licences can be granted. Each licence will be valid for up to three 
years, with the option for one renewal for up to five additional years. 

Limitations 
A person or entity may not hold significant influence over more than three licences, and a 
licence is not transferable to another entity. A licence covers a single brand, and the various 
gambling platforms used to interact with that brand.  

Permitted activities 
An online casino gambling licence allows an operator to offer gambling at a distance in 
games that rely wholly or partly on luck, casino table games and computer-simulated 
sporting events. There are some exclusions including sports betting and protected 
lotteries.  

Legal obligations 
Licensed operators providing to New Zealand customers, even if based offshore, are 
subject to domestic New Zealand laws. This includes complying with the Online Casino 
Gambling Act 2026, the Online Casino Gambling Regulations 2026 and the Online Casino 
Gambling (Minimum Standards) 2026 at all times. Once a licence is granted, the gambling 
platform must be available in the New Zealand market within 90 days and must be available 
for at least 270 days of any 12-month period. 

  

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2026/14/en/latest/#LMS1449135
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2026/14/en/latest/#LMS1449135
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/secondary-legislation/pco-drafted/2026/169/en/latest/highlights/#LMS1611684
https://www.dia.govt.nz/Online-Gambling-Resources
https://www.dia.govt.nz/Online-Gambling-Resources
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Guidance for submitting an expression of 
interest 

On 16 July 2026, the Secretary for Internal Affairs invited expressions of interest (EOI) for an 
online casino gambling licence via public notice. The notice included: 
• that up to 15 licences will be available 
• that the minimum amount of capital that an applicant must have access to is NZD $7.5 

million  
• that the expression of interest must be submitted by 14 August and  
• a list of information that must be included in the expression of interest. 

An EOI or any acceptance of an EOI does not grant the Interested Person any entitlement to, 
nor does it constitute, an application for a licence to conduct online casino gambling in 
New Zealand. 

Preparing your expression of interest (EOI) 
The EOI forms are now available on the Government Electronic Tender Service (GETS) portal 
and are supported by this guidance. You should use the information in the forms and in this 
guidance to help you complete your expression of interest. If you have any further questions 
they can be submitted via GETS. You may also need to seek your own legal advice. 
 
The information required is necessary for the Secretary to assess whether an EOI can be 
accepted, and, if the Interested Person is successful at auction, to evaluate the licence 
applicant’s suitability to hold a licence to conduct online casino gambling in New Zealand. It 
is the sole responsibility of the Interested Person to ensure the EOI meets all specified 
requirements. A separate EOI must be submitted for each brand for which a licence is 
sought. 
 
The EOI forms are available on GETS in PDF format. These forms must be downloaded, 
completed and submitted to us as PDF documents in the GETS portal. The boxes and options 
are editable, and you should complete all the required fields. We recommend you then save 
the file as a read-only PDF, either by printing to PDF or saving as a "flat file". All supporting 
documentation, including certifications and attestations, should also be submitted in a non-
editable format, such as a PDF, JPEG or similar file formats. There is a checklist for the 
required materials in each of the forms. 
 
Guidance outlining how to register for GETS is available on our website: Online Gambling 
Resources. Note that you will need at least one unique user login for GETS per brand you 
intend submitting an EOI for. We encourage to you to do this as soon as possible. 
 

Probity 
Probity is important to the Department of Internal Affairs, and we are committed to 
ensuring the licensing process is fair, transparent, and robust. If you have any probity 

https://www.dia.govt.nz/Online-Gambling-Resources
https://www.dia.govt.nz/Online-Gambling-Resources
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concerns during the expression of interest process, please contact us at 
OCGlicensing@dia.govt.nz.  
 
We have also appointed an experienced external Probity Advisor to provide independent 
oversight. You may contact them directly if you prefer: 

 
Peter Castle 
Commercial Barrister 
Clifton Chambers 
Wellington 

 

EOI timeline 
The table below sets out the indicative key dates for this expression of interest (EOI) process. 
Please ensure you meet all deadlines specified. While every effort will be made to adhere to 
this timeline, the Secretary has the right to vary these dates if required. Any changes to the 
timeline will be communicated to the relevant persons through GETS. 
 
All dates and times are New Zealand Standard Time (NZST). 
 

Activity Date and time 

Public notice of invitation for EOI 16 July 2026 

EOI forms and information requirements available on 
GETS 

17 July 2026  

Deadline for questions 5pm, 31 July 2026  

Deadline for Department to respond to questions 5pm, 5 August 2026  

EOI closes 14 August 2026  
 

Assessment of EOI 
Each EOI will be assessed by the Secretary to ensure completeness of the forms and that all 
supporting information is attached. The Secretary, or someone acting under delegation, may 
only accept an Interested Person’s EOI if satisfied that: 
• the Interested Person has provided all information required; 
• the Interested Person has access to the amount of capital specified in the public notice; 
• in the last seven years, the Interested Person or their CEO, CFO, COO have not been 

convicted of a crime involving dishonesty or an equivalent overseas crime or offence; 
• accepting the expression is not likely to prejudice New Zealand’s international 

reputation. 

Required information and documentation 
An expression of interest (EOI) must be completed for each brand for which a licence to 
conduct online casino gambling in New Zealand is being sought.  
 

mailto:OCGlicensing@dia.govt.nz
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An Interested Person must submit all required information using the approved forms along 
with the NZD $19,000 expression of interest fee and additional required documentation.  
 
You must complete an expression of interest (EOI) OCG-F1 form for the Interested Person 
who wishes to apply. You must also complete an expression of interest (EOI) OCG-F2 form 
for each key officer. You may also need to complete the forms expression of interest (EOI) 
OCG-F1A or expression of interest (EOI) OCG-F1B if you do not have enough room in the 
OCG-F1 to tell us about all relevant persons. 
 
Each piece of additional information you submit must be named with the brand name you 
have listed in Section 3 of the OCG-F1 the form and with the file name as indicated on the 
last pages of the Expression of interest (EOI) forms OCG-F1 and OCG-F2. 
 
Any material that is submitted that is not required for the expression of interest or licence 
application phase will not be considered. 
 
Important note: If you intend to apply for a licence for more than one brand, each brand will 
need to have its own designated individual who has a separate GETS login to submit at all 
stages of the licensing process. 
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Expression of interest (EOI) OCG-F1 
information and documentation guidance  
Section 1: expression of interest 
Please indicate that you wish to submit an expression of interest by ticking yes. 
 

Section 2: Interested Person details  
You must provide the: 
• full legal name and entity type of the Interested Person submitting the EOI. 

o If the Interested Person is a company, you must provide the registered or (if 
registration is not required) legal name of the company (not any trading names 
that the company may be using). You must also provide the company number, if 
applicable.  

o If the Interested Person is an individual, you must provide their full legal name. 
o If the Interested Person is a partnership, you must provide the full names of all 

partners or the legal name of the partnership and the legislation (if any) under 
which the partnership is established. 

o If the Interested Person is an incorporated trust, you must provide the name of 
the trust or the names of the trustees (if the trust is not named).  

o If the Interested Person is an unincorporated trust, you must provide the names 
of the trustees.  

o If the Interested Person is any other kind of incorporated or unincorporated 
body, you must provide similar information identifying or providing details of 
the legal arrangements relating to their incorporation or operation.   

o Every Interested Person must also provide the business identification number of 
the Interested Person, if applicable.  

• the physical address of the Interested Person (this address does not need to be in New 
Zealand), including: 
o Street number and name 
o Town, city (state, province, or similar – if applicable) 
o Country, and 
o Postcode (if applicable in your country). 

• the Interested Person’s contact details, including: 
o an email, and 
o a phone number for the Interested Person. 

 

Section 3: brand and platform details 
You must provide: 
• information about the gambling platform (internet sites, apps and where they can be 

downloaded, and any other electronic medium) intended to be used to conduct online 
casino gambling 

• the name of the brand intended to be used to conduct online casino gambling and 
• the brand designs, slogans and logos (if available at the time of submitting the EOI, 

noting these will be a mandatory requirement for the licence application). 
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You may need to submit an additional attachment to provide these. For example, you will 
need to provide an attachment that shows your logo, if it is available at the time of 
submitting your EOI. 
 

Section 4: authority to complete 
This section only needs to be completed if the Interested Person is an incorporated or 
unincorporated body. It does not need to be completed if the Interested Person is an 
individual. 
 
You must supply the full legal name and contact details of the person completing the EOI on 
behalf of the Interested Person. 
 
All key officers must attest in the key officer form that the person is authorised to complete 
the form on behalf of the Interested Person. 
 

Section 5: ownership structure 
You must provide the ownership structure of the Interested Person. This will need to 
include: 
• Information about the entity type and relevant documentation, for example: 

o Certificate of incorporation 
o Trust documents 
o Constitution 
o Articles of association 
o Memorandum of association and any amendment documents 
o Any other incorporation or establishment documents. 

• A diagram of the current ownership structure showing equity and control percentages 
of parent companies and/or other kinds of parent entities. This diagram will need to be 
signed off by a key officer and dated within the last six months at the time the EOI 
application is submitted. 

• for all named bodies which are incorporated, including the Interested Person if 
relevant, the country in which the body is incorporated 

• for all named bodies if the body is registered on a registry, including the Interested 
Person if relevant, the details of the registry 

• the names of each person who is part of the ownership structure (e.g. a shareholder or 
trustee). Only the names of the direct owners of the Interested Person needs to be 
provided (e.g. not of any parent companies except as necessary to outline the 
ownership structure as required by the second bullet point above).  If an entity has 
multiple persons as part of its ownership structure, the entity should identify each 
person that has more than a 5% ownership or control interest in the entity 

• details about the jurisdictions in which each person who is part of the ownership 
structure is resident, incorporated, or otherwise has or is treated as having a presence; 
and 

• a group structure (if applicable) including all sister, subsidiary, and holding companies. 
 

Section 6: significant influence over a licence 
A person has a significant influence over a licence if: 
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• They are the licence holder; or  
• The percentage of the voting power that the person can directly or indirectly exercise or 

control at meetings of the licence holder is 20% or more; or  
• The percentage of securities in the licence holder that the person directly or indirectly 

owns or controls is 20% or more.  
 
Please provide an attachment that gives: 
• information about any significant influence that the Interested Person has over an 

existing licence, and  
• information that you are aware of about any person or entity that would have a 

significant influence over the licence that this EOI relates to, if it was granted.  
 
You must also confirm that you understand that 
• the Secretary must not grant a licence to a person if granting the licence would result in 

any person having significant influence over more than three licences  
• it is the primary responsibility of the Interested Person and key officers to ensure that 

they do not hold significant influence over more than three licences. 
 

Section 7: management structure 
You must provide a detailed copy of the management structure of the Interested Person. 
This must include a diagram with reporting lines illustrating the corporate management 
structure of the Interested Person, including the names of all individuals who are involved in 
the management and operation of the entity. 
 

Section 8: contributions for community purposes 
You will need to tell us about any contributions you are currently making, or intend to make, 
for community purposes in New Zealand. This should not include compulsory contributions 
covered by the Problem Gambling Levy and Offshore Gambling Duty (which includes funding 
returns to the community, noted in the Cabinet paper, as equivalent to 4% of Gross 
Gambling Revenue from online casino gambling). 
 
For any contribution you are currently making, please describe this contribution and include 
the dollar value or the percentage of New Zealand gambling profits this represents. 
 
You must also advise of any new, non-compulsory contributions you intend to make and 
how you will determine the contribution you intend to make (e.g. amount or percentage).  
 

Section 9: available capital 
You will need state the amount of capital you have access to in order to conduct online 
casino gambling in New Zealand. You will also need to provide the source of that capital, for 
example: 
• bank and other investment statements 
• audited financial statements; 
• other evidence of funding commitments (e.g. board minutes, underwrite, available 

funds), and 
• Government-issued or registered documents or data. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/secondary-legislation/pco-drafted/2025/123/en/latest/#LMS1435593
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1971/34/en/latest/#LMS972652
https://www.dia.govt.nz/diawebsite.nsf/Files/Proactive-Releases-2025-26/$file/OCGB-Regulations-proactive-release.pdf
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This must equal or exceed the total minimum capital specified in the expression of interest 
notice of NZD$7.5 million.  
 

Section 10: list of key officers  
You must provide a list of all your key officers. Key officers include: 
• your chief executive (CEO) 
• your chief financial officer (CFO) 
• your chief operating officer (COO) 
• any other person exercising functions equivalent to CEO, CFO or COO 
• any other person who has a significant level of influence over your decision making, 

management, or finances. 
 
The last category may include: 
• Any director of the Interested Person 
• Any person who can directly or indirectly exercise or control at meetings 20% or more 

of the voting rights in the Interested Person 
• Any person who directly or indirectly owns or controls 20% or more of the securities in 

the Interested Person. 
 

It is the primary responsibility of the Interested Person to determine who their key officers 
are. If the Interested Person considers that any person listed under the final paragraph 
above is not a key officer as defined in the Act, they are required to explain the reason for 
that. 

A key officer can be a legal or natural person. 

For each key officer you must provide the key officers: 
• full legal name 
• position/% of securities held/% of voting rights held 
• email 
• phone number 
• physical address including a street number and name, town/city, country and postcode. 

 
You may need to complete additional forms if you do not have enough space for key officers 
or people you don’t consider to be key officers. 
 
If required, complete additional copies of expression of interest OCG-F1A page to ensure all 
persons who are key officers are captured.  
 
If required, complete additional copies of expression of interest OCG-F1B page to ensure all 
persons who you don’t consider key officers are captured.  
 

Section 11: relevant offences 
You must indicate whether the Interested Person has been: 
• convicted of, or investigated for a relevant offence 
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• been found to have breached, or been investigated for a breach, of any relevant 
legislation 

• convicted of a crime involving dishonesty or an equivalent overseas crime or offence. 
 
Relevant legislation is defined in the Online Casino Gambling Act 2026 and is listed in the 
form in section 11. 
 
A crime involving has the same meaning as in section 2(1) of the Crimes Act 1961 and this 
definition is listed in the form in section 11. 
 
You must provide in a non-editable attachment, details of any convictions, investigations, 
relevant offences and/or breaches or investigations of breaches of any relevant legislation, 
that have occurred within the last seven years. This must include: 
• what the investigation, breach or conviction was in relation to 
• when it occurred 
• if there were any mitigating circumstances in the commission of the breach or offence 
• what the consequence of the investigation/breach/conviction was, and  
• what actions were taken to ensure it didn’t happen again. 

 
Natural persons must also provide a criminal background check.  
 
This must be certified by someone who is legally authorised to take statutory declarations, 
or equivalent, in the country which issued the check, and who has sighted the original 
identification and makes a statement that the documents provided are a true copy, and this 
must be dated within 90 days of the date your complete expression of interest package is 
submitted. 
 

If the Interested Person… …then you must 

is either a New Zealand citizen or resident provide a copy of a criminal record check 
from the Ministry of Justice (visit 
www.criminalrecords.govt.nz to apply 
online). 

is either a New Zealand citizen or resident, 
and have spent more than six consecutive 
months overseas within the past five years 

provide a: 
• copy of a criminal record check from 

the Ministry of Justice, and 
• certified copy of a police check — 

one each from every jurisdiction in 
which you have spent more than six 
consecutive months. 

is not a New Zealand citizen or resident provide a certified copy of a police check — 
one each from every jurisdiction in which 
you have spent more than six consecutive 
months within the past five years. 

 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2026/14/en/latest/DLM327394
https://www.criminalrecords.govt.nz/
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The EOI assessment will review information, provided in the EOI application, relating to the 
Interested Person, chief executive officer, chief financial officer and chief operating officer.  
 

Section 12: New Zealand’s international reputation 
You must indicate if the Interested Person is: 
• headquartered in a country sanctioned by the United Nations Security Council or under 

the Russian Sanctions Act 2022,  
• associated with a designated terrorist entity as defined in the Terrorism Suppression 

Act 2002 
• or if there is any other reason that accepting the expression of interest may prejudice 

New Zealand’s international reputation with regards to trade or the maintenance of the 
law. 

 
If you answer yes to any of these, you must provide an attachment with further details. 
 

Section 13: financial Information 
You must indicate if the Interested Person has: 
• been placed into receivership 
• gone into liquidation 
• been adjudicated bankrupt 
• been a director of a company that has been placed into receivership or gone into 

liquidation 
• been prohibited from being a director, promotor of, or being concerned, or taking part 

in the management of, a company or other body. 
 
If you answered yes to any of these you must provide an attachment that details for each: 
• what happened 
• when did it occur 
• what were the consequences of the finding, and 
• what actions were taken to ensure the breach did not occur again. 

 
You must supply a credit report or credit check for the Interested Person. This must be a 
certified credit report or credit check from a legitimate organisation (for example, a credit 
bureau).  This documentation will be used to validate the information provided in the 
financial declaration.  
 
This must be:  
• certified by someone who: 

o is legally authorised to take statutory declarations, or equivalent, in the country 
which issued the check, and 

o has sighted the original identification and makes a statement that the 
documents provided are a true copy, and 

• dated within 90 days of the date your complete expression of interest package is 
submitted. 

 

https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/peace-rights-and-security/un-sanctions
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/countries-and-regions/europe/ukraine/russian-invasion-of-ukraine/sanctions
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/34/en/latest/#DLM151491
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/34/en/latest/#DLM151491
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Examples of legitimate organisation that provide credit reports in New Zealand can be found 
at: govt.nz/browse/consumer-rights-and-complaints/debt-and-credit-records/check-your-
own-credit-report. 
 

Section 14: Advertising breaches  
You must indicate if the Interested Person has been found to have breached any advertising 
requirement or standard in any country. This includes: 
• any findings by the Advertising Standards Authority or equivalent overseas bodies or 

any other body authorised in any country to make findings on advertising 
• documentation of the breach and corrective actions taken. 

 
If you answered yes to any of these you must provide an attachment that details for each: 
• what the breach was 
• when the breach occurred 
• what were the consequences of the finding 
• what actions were taken to ensure the breach did not occur again. 

 

Section 15: other licences held by the Interested Persons 
You must declare if the Interested Person holds or has held any other licences as specified in 
the Online Casino Gambling Act2026. This includes: 
 

If the Interested Person… …then you must provide details in an 
attachment of 

held securities in a person who conducts or 
has applied to conduct gambling or online 
casino gambling in New Zealand 

the name of the person and details of the 
securities held and when they applied to 
conduct gambling or online casino gambling 
in New Zealand. 

has been a director or promoter of a person 
who conducts or has applied to conduct 
gambling or online casino gambling in New 
Zealand 

 the name of the person and details of the 
position the interested person held and 
when the person applied to conduct 
gambling or online casino gambling in New 
Zealand. 

has been concerned or taken part in the 
management of a person who conducts or 
has applied to conduct gambling or online 
casino gambling in New Zealand 

the name of the person and details of the 
management role and when they applied to 
conduct gambling or online casino gambling 
in New Zealand. 

held a licence under the Online Casino 
Gambling Act 

 the licence and year it was issued 

held a NZ Class 3 operator’s licence  the licence and year it was granted. 

held a NZ Class 4 operator’s licence the licence and year it was granted. 

held an equivalent licence granted overseas the licence, jurisdiction, year granted. 

had a licence suspended the licence, why the licence was suspended, 
and when it was suspended. 

https://www.govt.nz/browse/consumer-rights-and-complaints/debt-and-credit-records/check-your-own-credit-report/
https://www.govt.nz/browse/consumer-rights-and-complaints/debt-and-credit-records/check-your-own-credit-report/
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If the Interested Person… …then you must provide details in an 
attachment of 

had a licence cancelled the licence, why the licence was cancelled, 
and when it was cancelled. 

had a licence application for renewal 
refused 

provide details on the licence application, 
why the licence renewal was refused, and 
when it was refused. 

 

Section 16: EOI application fee 
You will need to indicate that you have paid the NZD $19,000 fee.  
 
EOI application fees must be paid to the following account: 
• Account name: DIA-Gambling Comp 
• Account number: 03-0049 0002007-0007 

If required (for international transfers): 
• Swift code: WPACNZ2W 
• Bank name: Westpac Banking Corporation 
• Bank branch: NZ Government Branch 
• Bank address: 318 Lambton Quay, PO Box 691, Wellington 

 
EOI application fee payments must include the following references: 
• Code: Date of payment [DD/MM/YYYY] 
• Particulars: EOI FEE 
• Reference: Brand name (as stated in Section 2: brand and platform details). 

 
You will also need to attach proof of payment that shows: 
• the date of payment in the format DD/MM/YYYY 
• that the particulars read “EOI FEE” 
• that the reference is Brand name as stated in section 3: brand and platform details of 

the OCG-F1. 
 

Section 17: submission of EOI 
You must read and confirm all the statements in section 17. These cover the items that the 
Interested Person confirms and items that the person submitting the form confirms. 
 

Section 18: relevant declarations 
You must read and sign the declarations in section 18. These cover the items that the 
Interested Person confirms and items that the person submitting the form confirms. 
 
Please tick the yes box to make sure that for the purposes of Part 4 of the Contract and 
Commercial Law Act 2017, any information that is required to be given in written form may 
be given to you in electronic form and by means of an electronic communication, including 
by the information being provided to the Interested Person by GETS.  
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Expression of interest (EOI) OCG-F2 
information and documentation guidance  
You must complete an expression of interest (EOI) OCG-F2 for each key officer you have 
listed in the expression of interest OCG-F1. 
 
Each piece of additional information you submit must be named with the brand name you 
have listed in Section 3 of the OCG-F1 the form and with the file name as indicated on the 
last page of the expression of interest (EOI) OCG-F2. 
 

Section 1: key officer details 
For each key officer you must provide the key officers: 
• full legal name 
• position/% of securities held/% of voting rights held 
• email 
• phone number 
• physical address including a street number and name, town/city, country and postcode. 

 

Where the key officer is a natural person, one of the following forms of photographic 
identification must be provided: 

• New Zealand Passport; or 
• New Zealand certificate of identity; or 
• overseas Passport or similar document issued for the purposes of international travel 

which: 
o contains the name, date of birth, a photograph and the signature of the person 

in whose name the document is issued; and 
o is issued by a foreign government, the United Nations or an agency of the 

United Nations; or 
• a national identity card issued for the purpose of identification, that: 

o contains the name, date of birth and a photograph of the person in whose name the 
document is issued and their signature or other biometric measure included 
where relevant; and 

o is issued by a foreign government, the United Nations or an agency of the 
United Nations; or 

o any other form or combination of forms outlined in the Identify Verification Code 
2013 

All forms of identification must be certified by a trusted referee1 or when certified overseas 
must be certified by a person authorised by law in that country to take statutory 
declarations or equivalent.   

 
――――― 
 

https://www.fma.govt.nz/assets/Guidance/Amended-identity-verification-code-of-practice-aml-cft-2013.pdf#:%7E:text=This%20amended%20code%20of%20practice%20was%20approved%20by,should%20be%20read%20in%20conjunction%20with%20this%20code.
https://www.fma.govt.nz/assets/Guidance/Amended-identity-verification-code-of-practice-aml-cft-2013.pdf#:%7E:text=This%20amended%20code%20of%20practice%20was%20approved%20by,should%20be%20read%20in%20conjunction%20with%20this%20code.
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The person certifying the identification document must sight the original documentation and 
make a statement to the effect that the documents provided are a true copy and represent 
the identity of the named individual. 

 

Section 2: Interested Person details 
You must complete the Interested Person details as entered in OCG-F1 Section 2: Interested 
Person details. 
 

Section 3: relevant offences 
You must indicate whether the key person has been: 
• convicted of, or investigated for a relevant offence 
• been found to have breached, or been investigated for a breach, of any relevant 

legislation 
• convicted of a crime involving dishonesty or an equivalent overseas crime or offence. 

 
Relevant legislation is defined in the Online Casino Gambling Act 2026 and is listed in the 
form in section 3. 
 
A crime involving has the same meaning as in section 2(1) of the Crimes Act 1961 and this 
definition is listed in the form in section 3. 
 
You must provide in a non-editable attachment, details of any convictions, investigations, 
relevant offences and/or breaches or investigations of breaches of any relevant legislation, 
that have occurred within the last seven years. This must include: 
• what the investigation, breach or conviction was in relation to 
• when it occurred 
• if there were any mitigating circumstances in the commission of the breach or offence 
• what the consequence of the investigation/breach/conviction was, and  
• what actions were taken to ensure it didn’t happen again. 

 
Natural persons must also provide a criminal background check.  
 
This must be certified by someone who is legally authorised to take statutory declarations, 
or equivalent, in the country which issued the check, and who has sighted the original 
identification and makes a statement that the documents provided are a true copy, and this 
must be dated within 90 days of the date your complete expression of interest package is 
submitted. 
 

If you… …then you must 

are either a New Zealand citizen or resident provide a copy of a criminal record check 
from the Ministry of Justice (visit 
www.criminalrecords.govt.nz to apply 
online). 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2026/14/en/latest/DLM327394
https://www.criminalrecords.govt.nz/
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are either a New Zealand citizen or 
resident, and have spent more than six 
consecutive months overseas within the 
past five years 

provide a: 
• copy of a criminal record check from 

the Ministry of Justice, and 
• certified copy of a police check — 

one each from every jurisdiction in 
which you have spent more than six 
consecutive months. 

are not a New Zealand citizen or resident provide a certified copy of a police check — 
one each from every jurisdiction in which 
you have spent more than six consecutive 
months within the past five years. 

 
The EOI assessment will review information, provided in the EOI application, relating to the 
entity, chief executive officer, chief financial officer and chief operating officer. All other 
relevant offences, provided under the EOI application, for any other key officers will be 
assessed during the licence application stage. 
 

Section 4: New Zealand’s international reputation 
You must indicate if the key officer is: 
• headquartered in a country sanctioned by the United Nations Security Council or under 

the Russian Sanctions Act 2022,  
• associated with a designated terrorist entity as defined in the Terrorism Suppression 

Act 2002 
• or if there is any other reason that accepting the expression of interest may prejudice 

New Zealand’s international reputation with regards to trade or the maintenance of the 
law. 

 
If you answer yes to any of these, you must provide an attachment with further details. 
 

Section 5: financial information 
You must indicate if the key officer has: 
• been placed into receivership 
• gone into liquidation 
• been adjudicated bankrupt 
• been a director of a company that has been placed into receivership or gone into 

liquidation 
• been prohibited from being a director, promotor of, or being concerned, or taking part 

in the management of, a company or other body. 
 
If you answered yes to any of these you must provide an attachment that details for each: 
• what happened 
• when did it occur 
• what were the consequences of the finding, and 
• what actions were taken to ensure the breach did not occur again. 

 

https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/peace-rights-and-security/un-sanctions
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/countries-and-regions/europe/ukraine/russian-invasion-of-ukraine/sanctions
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/34/en/latest/#DLM151491
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/34/en/latest/#DLM151491
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You must supply a credit report or credit check for the key officer. This must be a certified 
credit report or credit check from a legitimate organisation (for example, a credit bureau).  
This documentation will be used to validate the information provided in the financial 
declaration.  
 
This must be:  
• certified by someone who: 

o is legally authorised to take statutory declarations, or equivalent, in the country 
which issued the check, and 

o has sighted the original identification and makes a statement that the documents 
provided are a true copy, and 

• dated within 90 days of the date your complete expression of interest package is 
submitted. 

 
Examples of legitimate organisation that provide credit reports in New Zealand can be found 
at: govt.nz/browse/consumer-rights-and-complaints/debt-and-credit-records/check-your-
own-credit-report. 

Section 6: advertising breaches 
You must indicate if the key officer has been found to have breached any advertising 
requirement or standard in any country. This includes: 
• any findings by the Advertising Standards Authority or equivalent overseas bodies or 

any other body authorised in any country to make findings on advertising 
• documentation of the breach and corrective actions taken. 

If you answered yes to any of these you must provide an attachment that details for each: 
• what the breach was 
• when the breach occurred 
• what were the consequences of the finding 
• what actions were taken to ensure the breach did not occur again. 

Section 7: other licences or interests held by the key officer 
You must declare if the key officer holds or has held any other licences as specified in the 
Online Casino Gambling Act 2026. This includes: 
 

If the key officer… …then you must provide details in an 
attachment of 

held securities in a person who conducts or 
has applied to conduct gambling or online 
casino gambling in New Zealand 

the name of the person and details of the 
securities held and when they applied to 
conduct gambling or online casino gambling 
in New Zealand. 

has been a director or promoter of a person 
who conducts or has applied to conduct 
gambling or online casino gambling in New 
Zealand 

the name of the person and details of the 
position held in the person and when they 
applied to conduct gambling or online 
casino gambling in New Zealand. 

has been concerned or taken part in the 
management of a person who conducts or 

the name of the person and details of the 
management role and when they applied to 

https://www.govt.nz/browse/consumer-rights-and-complaints/debt-and-credit-records/check-your-own-credit-report/
https://www.govt.nz/browse/consumer-rights-and-complaints/debt-and-credit-records/check-your-own-credit-report/
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If the key officer… …then you must provide details in an 
attachment of 

has applied to conduct gambling or online 
casino gambling in New Zealand 

conduct gambling or online casino gambling 
in New Zealand. 

held a licence under the Online Casino 
Gambling Act 

the licence and year it was issued 

held a NZ Class 3 operator’s licence the licence and year it was granted. 

held a NZ Class 4 operator’s licence the licence and year it was granted. 

held an equivalent licence granted overseas the licence, jurisdiction, year granted. 

had a licence suspended the licence, why the licence was suspended, 
and when it was suspended. 

had a licence cancelled the licence, why the licence was cancelled, 
and when it was cancelled. 

had a licence application for renewal 
refused 

the licence application, why the licence 
renewal was refused, and when it was 
refused. 

 

Section 8: submission of form 
The person submitting the form must complete section 8. They must read and confirm all 
the statements in section 8. These cover the items that the Interested Person confirms and 
items that the person submitting the form confirms. The key officer does not need to 
confirm any statements in relation to the submission of the form. 
 

Section 9: declarations 
You must read and sign the declarations in section 9. These cover the items that the key 
officer, Interested Person and the person submitting the form confirm. The key officer must 
sign the form. Where the key officer is not a natural person an appropriate person should 
sign the form on behalf of the key officer. This may be someone such as the CEO or Chair of 
the Board. This person must have authority to sign on behalf of the key person. 
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Interpretation 
In this guidance, unless the context otherwise requires: 

• Authorised person – refers to a person authorised to submit on behalf of the 
Interested Person. 

• Gambling platform (platform) – refers to one or more of the following: 
o an application (app), 
o an internet site, 
o another electronic medium. 

• Key officer – in relation to a person means: 
o The chief executive of the person; and 
o The chief financial officer of the person; and 
o The chief operating officer of the person; and 
o A person performing functions equivalent to those of any of the persons 

mentioned above; and 
o Any other person who has a significant level of influence over the decision 

making, management, or finances of the person. 
• Person – refers to a legal person which includes a corporation sole, a body corporate, 

and an unincorporated body. 
• Online Casino Gambling – means gambling at a distance through a communication 

device, including using the communication device to: 
o participate in gambling that relies on a random number generator, or other 

wholly or partly chance-based outcome generation (such as slot machines or 
lotteries); or 

o participate in casino table gambling (such as blackjack, poker, or baccarat); or  
o bet, pay, or stake consideration on the outcome of a computer-simulated 

sporting event.  
• Protected lottery - means any form of lotto, offered by the New Zealand Lotteries 

Commission, being: 
o standard lotto - in which a player endeavours to select a number or group of 

numbers to be drawn from a larger group of numbers. 
o lotto Powerball – in which a player makes a lotto Powerball selection in 

conjunction with a standard lotto; and attempts to match both lotto 
Powerball selection with the lotto Powerball winning number and the 
standard lotto selection with the standard lotto winning numbers. 

o Lotto strike – in which a player attempts to match, in the same order and 
position, their lotto strike select with the lotto strike winning numbers 
selected. 

• Relevant offences – refer to crimes of dishonesty as defined in section 2(1) of the 
Crimes Act 1961. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1961/43/en/latest/#DLM327382
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1961/43/en/latest/#DLM327382
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